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Introduction 
  
Responsibility for the planet earth and its various ecosystems has become so cogent in 
order to avert and reduce further environmental or ecological crisis.  In view of this a 
multi-sectoral approach becomes necessary.  All sub sectors of the society have to be 
oriented towards the cogency for environmental ethics and eco-balance.  In sum, this is 
to stress the importance of effective action to protect and manage the environment – 
eco-responsibility.  
  
The  ‘Earth Summit’ organised by the United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development (UNCED) held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 and attended by many nations 
came up with an environmental responsibility action guide’.  This action guide 
popularly known as ‘Agenda 21’ is an action programme for eco-responsibility.  
Chapter 36 of Agenda 21 calls for a holistic and integrated approach to eco-
responsibility.  It stated that governments should strive to update or prepare strategies 
aimed at integrating environment and development as a crosscutting issue into 
education at all levels and sectors. – cf. UNCED, 1992: Chapter 36, Paragraph 5(b). 
The success of achieving a greater degree of eco-responsibility will depend on a good 
establishment of environmental praxis and its adoption by the various sub sectors of the 
society. The future of global climate will be the preoccupation of a summit of nations 
come December 2009. The summit train will station at Copenhagen. Nations, regions 
and continents will come to ‘bargain’ for their future and that of the globe from various 
angles of interests. 
 
In view of this, this discourse is geared towards highlighting some of the methods that 
can be used to ensure that appropriate care is taken towards the environment and 
address the climatic predicaments. At the same time it will be advocating for a more  
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pragmatic approach to the quest to salvage the environment from the imminent and 
apparent dangers posed on it through the activities of humans – the anthropogenic 
imbroglio.  Many sectors and individuals have great roles to play in the above regard. 
These are the leitmotifs of this essay. 
 
The African/Nigerian Predicament/Dilemma 
 
Many African nations, such as Angola, Gabon, and Nigeria, have large deposits of 
crude oil reserves. These nations were thriving during the prime of oil economy. Yet 
they were not technologically advanced as those western nations who patronise their 
natural deposits. They are still struggling to meet up the pace already set by the 
advanced nations through the use of fossil fuels which appears to be the only natural 
advantage they have. As they are trying to wake up and meet the development pace, the 
global village is now trying to achieve a paradigm shift and abandon all about fossil 
fuels due to its adverse effects on the world climate. The predicament now is, if the 
only source of one’s economic power is devalued, where will the person be in the 
committee of nations with economic powers, what would be the persons bargaining 
power. Will African nations, especially Nigeria, go to Copenhagen to sign what will 
appear as a ‘death warrant’ on their economic development?  To sign and become 
disadvantaged as far as oil is concerned and to sign to save the global climate now 
becomes the question. 
 
There has to be a rational way to decide between the two ‘perceived’ options. From 
another perspective there appears not to be two options. Of what profit would it be to 
continue with fossil fuels and yet spend the little ‘gain’ in ‘trying’ to remedy the 
damages caused the environment by its use. Is it not robbing Peter to pay Paul, or better 
put putting ones money in pocket riddled with holes? We have to be morally right-
thinking. It is a moral decision that must be made wisely. 
 
Abraham Maslow’s need-hierarchy theory remains crucial in understanding the 
predicaments and dilemma confronting the African community and many developing 
countries. The average African person is bedevilled with poverty. The pangs of poverty 
have beclouded average African’s outlook that he/she is left with the options of survival 
and death. Unemployment is rife and means to sustain livelihood becomes a mirage. 
The government seems non-existent to him/her. Because there is no relief being felt 
from government policies, rather such policies appear to be compounding the problems. 
For such people the need at the top of their need-hierarchy becomes how to take care of 
life sustainability/survival. Every other issue individual, public, etc remain inconnu. For 
such people the language and logic of sustainability of the environment means nothing 
in the face of present predicaments and crucibles. It thus becomes difficult to preach the 
gospel of environmental/climatic protection to an empty stomach. To fell down trees 
for firewood or sell timber to foreign companies in order to sustain livelihood is the 
best/most cogent, practical and ‘moral’ thing to do. The argument has been that the rich 
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who are riding cars and live in the comfort of their homes with air conditioners and 
work in well paid offices in the cities are those that should be confronted with 
environmental/climatic ethics and not the poor soul troubled by the need to survive the 
following day. The logic and ethics of climate change is a tool in the hands of the rich 
to protect their present advantaged positions. These are the general beliefs of the 
average Africans. It thus becomes a herculean moral task to ethically disorient these 
groups from such viewpoints and properly orient them on the importance and cogency 
of environmental/climatic ethics. This has to start from the grassroots. 
 
The Challenges 
 
Let’s now see some of the challenges that need to be addressed and tackled by a 
pragmatic approach to environment and climatic ethics. 
 
The Role of Science and Technology  
 
Our knowledge of the planet Earth and its ecosystems comes through science.  Our 
utilization of this knowledge in any practical way explains the idea of technology.  
Technology is to be used to promote and enhance the quality of life. Unfortunately 
humanity has fallen into pitfalls of technology and is propagating a culture of death.   
 
It is science that will warn and tell humanity about the intensity of any or impending 
damage regarding our planet earth.  Also technology will equally aid in finding 
practical ways of dealing or ameliorating the situation. In a similar appreciation of the 
same line of thought as above, the Norwegian prime minister, Gro Harlem Bruntland, 
in a message to the participants of a conference ‘An Agenda of Science for 
Environment and Development into the 21st Century, pointed out that: 
 
Science and technology play an integral part in the interaction between mankind 
and environment. On the one hand, it has been part of the problems facing us. It 
is our scientific discoveries and our technological knowledge, which have given 
us the power to modify nature and now become part of the solution. Science can 
give us warning and time to act in fields which are invisible to the human eye… 
give us new tools to repair damage already done. Rapid advances into the 
development of cleaner environmental technology give us hope that we can 
reverse negative trends – cf. Blackmore (1994) 
 
Science and technology operate in an environment.  Their impacts are not only felt in 
their immediate environs but also spread far and wide. Thus talking of eco-
responsibility with regard to science and technology, the environmental impacts of 
every scientific and technological exercise and undertaking must be assessed.  This 
becomes a ‘sine qua non’, (a necessary condition). Scientists and technologists should 
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be oriented in high ethical standards and norms to guarantee real eco-responsibility. 
These should guide their choice and method of researches. 
 
The culture of death brought about by the advancement in the areas of science and 
technology has led to the depletion of our resource base, loss of biodiversity through 
the extinction of species and non-renewable resources.  These two fields should take 
the idea of sustainability as a watchword. Here Africans see the west as a greater 
culprit.   
 
Africa and other developing countries ought to take the issue of eco-responsibility very 
serious.  They should guard their natural resources against total depletion and 
extinction.  More importantly their environment should be of supreme importance in 
the scale of responsibility.  This is because; cognisance of their economic status, any 
damage to their environment will go a long way in affecting, negatively, their poverty 
level.  This is of course when it comes to the repair and renewal of damaged and 
depleted systems in the environment. This remains a crucial issue that has to be borne 
in mind before the Copenhagen deal.  
 
When persons are ignorant of the consequences of their actions responsibility for such 
actions diminish.  Thus with regard to eco-responsibility, science and technology share 
the onus of informing humanity.  Through research and communication, humans should 
be enlightened on the consequence of their actions on the environment. Also science 
and technology will aid in educating the populace on how best to manage the 
environment and solve certain environmental problems.   
 
Science and technology have prominent roles to play in this issue of eco-responsibility.  
Every human action towards remediation, problem solving, precaution, etc. must be 
based on strong and well-founded scientific and technological footing. Otherwise 
humanity will end up incurring greater environmental catastrophes.    
 
This is the more reason why science and technology should be geared towards 
developments and innovations that are relevant towards remediation of the endangered 
ecosystem. This idea is basically what spurred up Braun (1995) to admonish that only 
technologies, which are more benign to the environment, should be developed. He 
believed that this would go a long way in curbing the use of environmentally harmful 
technologies. He further argued that even if the case of harm is not proven, 
technologies can be deemed guilty until proven innocent. He concluded that it is better 
to eliminate potential hazards than to discover hazards when much damage has already 
been done. Thus it is better to err on the side of caution. This should be the attitude of 
science and technology. This advice of Braun appears to have been heeded by the 
current moves in green technologies such as bio fuels. 
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Many governments still do not adhere to such advices and guidelines and they go on 
with the development and testing of nuclear weapons and allow the export of products 
already declared unfriendly which further endanger the environment. This is an unfair 
approach in the fight to check human impacts on climate change and the achievement 
of environmental stability. 
 
Business  
 
Business is the foremost and major key player on the environment and its impacts are 
almost felt on all the major ecosystems.  The unpunctuated quest for profit 
maximization has made business to appear to have shoved aside the idea of prudential 
management of the environment.  This is the present day attitude.  Just as Bujo (1998) 
pointed out:  
 
The modern person living in a consumer-oriented society is compelled by an 
insatiable urge always to produce more and faster, by ever more sophisticated 
methods. This way of production is not directed towards making the world more 
human. Trapped by modern technology, the human person strives to deal with 
nature, as with a slave, profit is what matters most, to the extent that one is even 
ready, to compromise with death. Today, when everything is directed towards 
economic interests, too often the damaging and dangerous consequences are 
minimized. 
 
If the quest for profit maximization is not adequately punctuated by prudence, then the 
idea of environmental sustainability will become a mirage. 
 
In the business strata, eco-responsibility should be integrated with the general 
management procedures of every business organization.  This will intensify the degree 
of commitment to eco-responsibility.  According to Bulleid (1996), when this is done, it 
will ensure management commitment to the environment and make business 
organizations adopt on appropriate policy.  This will make them to audit and record the 
effects that the company currently has on the environment. This will on the long run 
lead to a regular review of environmental performance and adjust the system 
accordingly to ensure that there is continual improvement. 
 
Eco-responsibility in the business area calls for a serious environmental auditing.  This 
will lead to environmental compliance with regard to the area of policies and 
regulations, the consumers and activists, and ethical considerations. 
 
Business has to take a human face. Business impacts on the environment have equally 
considerable impacts on humans.  Many an ecosystem has been destroyed by the 
unbridled and imprudent management of natural resources. Rural livelihoods that 
depend on these systems are left with no other alternative choice for survival. 
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There is a perceived fear of non-compliance by some corporate organizations that they 
will lose out to their counterparts in the market competition if they adhere to the 
principles that lead to eco-responsibility.  This type of fear is quite in order.  But it is 
not enough reason not to be eco-responsible.  It will be a move in the right direction of 
eco-responsibility if they go extra mile in lobbying the government and policy makers 
of the day to adopt stricter measures on the non-complying organizations to create a 
level playing ground. At a time when they world acknowledged the fact of the havocs 
already wreaked on the environment and the imminent dangers, the problem became 
who will be the first to comply with the recommended cuts in those activities such as 
CFC emissions. The West looked to the East to comply first and vice versa.   
 
Professionals  
 
Eco-responsibility demands a lot from professionals; such as the environmental 
managers in various organizations.  Professional bodies of governmental and non-
governmental organizations face the challenges as well. The corporate environmental 
manager deals with environmental issues as they relate to the organisation.  She is faced 
with the task of implementing formalized approaches to their company’s environmental 
performance.  These include meeting local and international environmental standards 
and other legal policy requirement (Hillary 1995).  Many regulatory bodies like the 
Standard Organization of Nigeria (SON), the Nigerian Industrial Standard (NIS), and 
the International Standard Organisation (ISO) exist to take care of such issues.  
 
The major areas of responsibility, in which the environmental manager needs to play a 
significant role, are in those of environmental auditing and product design initiatives.  
In discussing product design initiatives, the focus will be on the “Life Cycle Analysis” 
(LCA) of products and services of any organization.  
 
According to Woods (1994) the process of ‘Life Cycle Analysis’ (LCA) is a cradle-to-
grave analysis of all the stages of a products life from the extraction of the raw 
materials to its final disposal. In a more elaborate manner, LCA helps to evaluate the 
environmental effects of a product or services.  This is comprehensively done at every 
stage in its life cycle:  starting with the design or preliminary investigations, and taking 
the exercise through the whole operation, sales, distribution and disposal cycles. Cf. 
Hillary (1995)  
 
The importance of this LCA with regard to eco-responsibility is that it helps to ensure 
that all possible environmental effects and impacts which could arise at any particular 
stage or cycle of the product or services are significantly minimized, if not eliminated 
outright.  It also informs the consumers on how to handle and dispose products and 
services. Manufacturers should be mandated appropriate regulatory bodies to provide 
briefs on the LCA of every product and if possible put them on the product labels. 
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Government and non-governmental bodies have to do their part in the work for eco-
responsibility.  This ought to be done through public enlightenment of the need to 
preserve and protect the environment. In the Nigerian situation such bodies that purport 
to fight for the good of the environment remain unpopular and are assumed to be non-
existent to the public’s awareness.  This is because the public does not feel the impacts 
and significances of such bodies.  They remain ignorant of their modus operandi 
(operations) and aims and objectives.  In the absence of proactive environmental 
awareness campaign, many see them as avenues created for siphoning financial 
interests from the government and soliciting for international loans. The adoption of a 
more pragmatic approach by these bodies in the issue of environmental concern will 
instil environmental consciousness in the minds of many. 
 
Greening Education  
 
There is no aspect of life, occupations education, etc., that does not draw an inspiration 
from the environment.  The quest for eco-responsibility should be perceived as a 
challenge for all. The institutions of learning remain a good starting point for 
disseminating the cogency and urgency for eco-responsibility.  Environmental 
appreciation should be instilled into students through the introduction of environmental 
issues in their course contents.  Such environmental issues and topics should aim at 
making students appreciate the principles of sustainability as it relates to biodiversity, 
non-renewable resource and the quality of human life in the biosphere-cf. Ali khan, 
(1995). It is here that the perceived ‘dilemma’ of the average African poor should be 
addressed and resolved through adequate orientation on the consequences of their 
actions, which are effected in the course of seeking survival means which detriment the 
environment /climate. It has to be emphasised that the impending catastrophe is not 
only the case of the already rich and advantaged or the government policy makers. 
 
The rationale for a shift from deluxe life style to a frugal one for the benefit of the 
environment is a pragmatic approach, which students ought to imbibe before entering 
the society to live their independent lifestyles. This is an ethic that will go greater 
lengths in controlling the ever-increasing demands on our resource base.  Insatiable 
demand for deluxe products remains the disease of the millennium, which incapacitates 
the fight against deluxe pollution.  Technologies declared unfriendly to the climate are 
allowed to be exported to many developing nations in Africa for financial purposes. 
Still Africans rush to buy such products in order to move up to a new social or 
economic class. How rational would one look in telling the average African who has no 
private car not to buy such cars which appear cheap to afford. The export of such 
unfriendly climate products should be banned by the originating nations. 
 
The campaign for eco-responsibility will succeed in forming a   more proactive force in 
the institutions of learning than through mere public enlightenment.  It is   here that the 
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bulk of human resources that will be future leaders and industrial workers are nurtured.  
They are the people to propagate this clarion call for eco-responsibility. Environmental 
ethics should form an integral part of the curriculum of almost all areas of knowledge 
within the science and technology departments of almost all levels of education. This is 
an orientation that has to be instilled into and assimilated by the future professionals 
well on time so that they will be better place to appreciate the possible impacts of their 
actions on the environment.  
 
Another avenue that has to be explored in this fight against environmental 
destabilisation is through our higher institutions of technology (more especially the 
polytechnics that are more practical oriented). But unfortunately a closer look at their 
curriculum shows a deliberate and myopic shying away from such courses that call for 
a reorientation on technological activities and attitudes, which on the long run affect our 
environments and other ecosystems. Hardly do we see such courses as Philosophy of 
Technology, Philosophy of Science, Environmental Ethics, to mention but a few. A 
close interaction with some principal authorities there shows a deplorable apathy for 
such courses with many offering the polemic that the system is not a university that 
teaches such courses. This shows that they are not even wary of their impacts on 
moulding the technological minds of their students on the impacts of technological 
activities on the wider ecosystems. The solution to environmental destabilisation may 
not be technological. It has to be human orientation, namely one that keeps in mind the 
precautionary principle. The UNESCO through its ‘World Commission on the Ethics of 
Science and Technology’ (COMEST) 2002 has strongly emphasised the importance of 
teaching Ethics as a course in our higher institutions, especially in the developing 
countries. Its No. 1 recommendation states:  
 
Universities and other institutions of higher education are encouraged to 
establish ethics teaching at three levels (viz): 
*Elementary ethics course for all students 
*More advanced courses that are part of the Ph.D. requirements in the various 
sciences 
*Courses that lead to a Ph.D. in ethics, suitable for people who already have a 
Ph.D. in some other field. 
It is crucial that these courses be taught by teachers who have demonstrated 
their research competence in ethics. 
 
Unfortunately such recommendations remain far to be dreamt of in the Nigerian 
technological institutions that are too shy of philosophy, especially those that relegate it 
to the realm of universities.  
 
Environmental Policy  
 
To make and adopt a policy either by executive action or by fiat is easy. To implement 
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such a policy and to realize its objectives becomes a Herculean task.  Sometimes the 
‘raison d’etre’ and’ modus operandi’ of such policies are not well-perceived and clear 
cut. This often leads to a biased situation, as pointed out by Adeniyi (1991).  Adeniyi 
observed that the environmental laws of Nigeria were unpopular because many citizens 
did not understand why they should pay a fine because the water, stored in their pots for 
daily use, was breeding mosquitoes. For the majority of the citizens who are illiterate 
and live below the poverty margin, this law was seen as arbitrary. Environmental 
policies that may have direct impacts on the average poor demands appropriate 
enlightenment on the consequences and raison d’etre of such policies so that they can 
be well appreciated. 
 
Cognisance of the improvement in the literacy and economic rate, environmental 
policies and regulations should be revisited to deal seriously with the attitude of 
recklessness towards the environment.  This is with special reference to the business 
sectors that are almost insensitive to environmental concerns.  
 
Every business organisation must be compelled to conduct an environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) and produce such report before the Corporate Affairs Commission 
(CAC) can register it.  The Corporate Affairs Commission is the body in charge of the 
registration of business organizations in Nigeria. Many of such bodies do exist in other 
countries. 
 
In Nigeria the EIA Decree No. 86 of 1992 which requires companies to fulfil some 
safety obligations so that their activities do not harm the environments where they 
operate and where their services and products spread appear to have been relegated to 
oblivion.  Emergent water-packaging companies in every nook and crannies of the 
Nigerian environment are enjoying unchecked abuse and pollution of the environment 
through their production of water packs.  These litter the streets and degrade our lands 
due to the no degradation nature of the materials used in packaging. There are many 
ways of checkmating these anomalies if the government is really dedicated to this 
cause. 
 
Emission and burning of fossil fuels (gas flaring) appear to be a lost battle in 
developing countries. This is a crucial issue and needs to be regulated for the safety of 
the atmosphere. It is only through stringent environmental policy regulations that we 
can force erring companies and industrial organisation to be environmentally 
compliant. The phasing-out target in Nigeria has continually been postponed. 
 
Evaluation 
   
It is not the point of this discourse that human attitudes towards the environment should 
be that of ‘noli me tangere’ (touch me not).   The environment cannot be sacrosanct.  
The issue is not whether humans can intervene in nature.  Rather, the issue is to what 
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extent humans are both ethically and morally justified in intervening. 
 
Using imaginative empathy we will very much appreciate the clarion call for 
environmental ethics.  If humans can swap life with animals and other sentient beings, 
the call for environmental protection and conservation will sink in well into human 
consciousness.  The argument is that ecosystems should be made to remain comfortable 
for the biotic community. 
 
Concerns for environmental protection and eco-balance should take precedence over 
unbridled and deluxe technological inventions, innovations and interventions in nature.  
We ought to humanize technological developments and avoid the culture of death, 
especially those of deluxe quality pursuits.  Every technological development that will 
definitely destabilize the environment ought to be strictly regulated if not forbidden. 
Many of the environmentally outlawed products and appliances such as television sets, 
fridges, personal computers, etc. in the West and Asia are imported into Africa where 
‘anything goes’. These are issues that need to be addressed at the Copenhagen summit. 
 
In every intervention in nature, the perpetrators ought to be mindful of sustainability.  It 
has to be the watchword in all-natural interventions by humans.  This is in cognisance 
of the fact that certain damages caused by unreflective interventions are not remediable. 
Threats to biodiversity equal threats to humans because achieving their extinction 
humanity arrives at a blind alley.  
 
This discourse on eco-responsibility and environmental ethics is calling and advocating 
for a change in attitude and ways of behaviours (a revaluation of values) that will lead 
to a prudent management of nature and all things in the ecosphere.  This remains the 
only imperative in giving a new impetus of stability to our ecosystem.  
 
Recommendations 
 
To achieve a greater degree of success in eco-responsibility, real attitudinal and 
behavioural changes become inevitable.  The following recommendations are proffered 
to achieve this cause: 
 
A. Green Consumerism   
This calls for the use of one’s purchasing power to patronize only environmentally 
friendly goods and services. This abhors and calls for the boycott of goods and services 
that pollute and degrade the environment.  This will go a long way in forcing 
manufacturers and other industrial organizations to be environmentally friendly. It is a 
strategy, which empowers the consumer to use ones purchasing power to persuade 
producers of goods and services to be ethically and environmentally compliant and 
friendly. 
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This can be achieved when a consumer refrains from the patronage of those goods and 
services that contribute to the degradation and destabilization of the ecosystem. This 
will force such producers to retrace their steps and redesign their products and services 
to become more environmentally compliant. Otherwise such products and services will 
lose outrightly in the market competition. 
 
Green consumerism goes farther, as an attack on deluxe pollution. In the area of 
technological innovations, the government has a big role to play. Government has to 
inform the citizenry on the types and categories of products (household) that are 
capable of CFCs emissions. This will help in furnishing consumers with the necessary 
and adequate information to solidify their campaigns and boycotts. It is moral 
obligations for every government to equip the citizenry of valuable information that 
will help them protect their lives against impending hazards. 
 
It also helps to control and regulate deluxe farming. Here it advocates for sustainable 
agriculture through the use of organic fertilizers as against artificial ones, which have 
far-reaching impacts in other ecosystems.  The use of pesticides that have serious 
threatening consequences on biodiversity should be checked through green 
consumerism. Majority of the agro-chemicals in use in Nigeria and other developing 
countries are quite hazardous. Pesticides and fertilizers pose serious major threat to 
human and animal health. When they become more concentrated, they enter our food 
chains. This occurs when they have become part of our soil and water. Various reports 
now indicate that toxic chemicals are commonly detected in humans and animals. There 
could be a prevalence of cancer among those who depend largely on seafoods that come 
from polluted waters. 
 
Green consumerism can only yield success when adopted and pursued pragmatically. It 
primarily needs a moral rearmament, which will motivate individual convictions and 
efforts before the aims and objectives of such a movement can be achieved. 
Government can also contribute its own quota towards green consumerism through 
policy regulations. This can be done through bans, increase in tariffs, taxes and customs 
duties on those products and services that pollute and destabilize the ecosystem no 
matter whose ox is gored. 
 
B. Recycling  
Recycling will save and conserve our natural resource base.  This is why it is most 
preferably and positively termed by some as ‘resource recovery’. When we recycle 
most packaging we achieve considerable economic profit and at the same time save our 
environment from degradation. To achieve a greater impact in pollution prevention and 
control, it becomes very necessary that this has to start at the drawing board where 
products and services are designed. This will help to nip pollution and environmental 
degradation in the bud. 
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From the viewpoint of environmental impact assessment (EIA) it is highly 
recommended that the scale of favour tip in favour of the use of plastics in packaging. 
This is because plastics are more environmentally compliant than papers and equally 
have a longer, if not infinite, life cycle in the issue of recycling. Plastics remain intact 
and can be recycled several times into various products.  Glass is best for bottling 
liquids; glass can be recycled and, even better, cleaned and reused. 
 
C. Green Technology Training/Development Assistance 
Since it is a clear fact that the world is assiduously moving towards green technology, 
especially the use of bio-fuels at the detriment of use and economy of fossil fuels which 
is the major source of worry for many developing nations of the world like Nigeria, it 
falls on the developed nations to assist developing ones to follow the current pace to 
ensure economic confidence in the globe. This is a moral consideration that has to be 
granted the developing nations to dissuade them from the continued and unreflective 
use of fossil energies. This is because left unattended the economic pangs will force 
them to continue to increase to ever more dangerous levels of atmospheric carbon 
dioxide. 
  
Conclusions  
 
We have to chart a new direction in the way of the ethics of the environment and the 
climate. Climate/environmental ethics has to take a pragmatic approach in the 
orientation of individuals to salvage and safeguard the planet earth. It has to be 
regionally situated and designed.  New directions in technology for a greener 
climate/environment appear to be spelling doom for some while others are expecting 
autarky. However there has to be a firm grasp of the cogency for appropriate 
environmental ethics despite all the perceived predicaments.  
 
Environmental ethics is charged with the task of assisting humans in their choice of 
conducts and relationship with the environment. A proper and adequate environmental 
ethics and the achievement of eco-balance call for both individual and collective 
approaches beyond regional boundaries.  This is in conformity with the aim of this 
article in charting appropriate ways to redress the foreseen and unforeseen imbalance 
created by human impacts. For every action to be embarked upon by humanity, whether 
at individual or corporate level, an environmental impact assessment has to be done 
based on the right ethical reflections. This has never been an agenda of concern to 
many, especially in the developing countries. Preliminary impact assessments, which 
indicate imminent damages and destabilization of the environment by any human action 
call for the suspension of such action.  It is important to note that where assessments 
fail to indicate the level of impacts on the environment, it is morally and ethically 
advisable to err on the side of caution by suspending action.  This is the precautionary 
principle, and there is no way around it. 
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Socio-eco-political analyses of the environment underscore the need for institutional 
and public policy regulations that support the quest for environmental sensitivity and 
security.  Laissez-faire attitude from the government sector clogs the wheel of eco-
responsibility.  Individual efforts alone cannot achieve the required degree of 
environmental protection and eco-balance, since the major contributors to 
environmental destabilization are unregulated corporate (multinational and 
transnational) entities.  Thus the greater onus lies on the side of government in the 
overall effort to achieve these desired ends.  
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